
Photographs for lesson 1-Background Information – 

(All photographs dated from 1815-1865) 

 

1. Newsboy cigars. Manufactured by Brown Brothers, Detroit 

Digital ID: (digital file from original print) ppmsca 09476 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.09476 Reproduction Number: LC-
DIG-ppmsca-09476 (digital file from original print) Repository: Library 
of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 
20540 USA  

2. The sausage department, Armour's great packing house, 
Chicago, U.S.A. 

Digital ID: (b&w film copy neg.) cph 3b43553 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b43553 Reproduction Number: LC-
USZ62-97455 (b&w film copy neg.)  

3. Shine Sah? 

Digital ID: (b&w film copy neg.) cph 3c20748 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3c20748 Reproduction Number: LC-
USZ62-120748 (b&w film copy neg.) Repository: Library of Congress 
Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA  

4. A group of berry pickers at Newton's Farm, Bridgeville, Del. 2 
Children are 7 years of age. 2 Children are 8 years of age. 2 
Children are 9 years of age. 2 Children are 11 years of age. 3 
Children are 12 years of age. 1 Child is 13 years of age. 1 Child is 
15 years of age. 6 Children have been working 3 years. 1 Child 
has been working 2 years. 2 Children have been working 5 
years. 2 Children have been working 6 years. 1Child has been 
working 8 years. Location: Bridgeville, Delaware. 

Digital ID: (color digital file from b&w original print) nclc 00105 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.00105 Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-
nclc-00105 (color digital file from b&w original print) Repository: 



Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, 
D.C. 20540 USA  

5. A group of workers at Greenabaum's Cannery, Seaford, Del. 1 
Child is 7 years of age. 4 Children are 12 years of age. 1 Child is 
13 years of age. 4 Children are 15 years of age. 3 of these 
children are working 1 year. 1 of these children is working 2 
years. 3 of these children are working 3 years. 2 of these 
children are working 4 years. 1 of these children is working 5 
years. 1 of these children is working 6 years. Greenabaum's 
Cannery is considered one of the largest in the United States. A 
few years ago they canned 1,000,000 cans of peas in 4 days. 
This information was given by the bookkeeper of the Cannery. 
Edward F. Brown, Investigator.. Location: Seaford, Delaware 

Digital ID: (color digital file from b&w original print) nclc 00799 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.00799 Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-
nclc-00799 (color digital file from b&w original print) Repository: 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, 
D.C. 20540 USA 

6. Two families were represented here, topping beets on farm near 
Ft. Collins, Colo. Out of 12 workers, 7 were children, aged 7- 8- 9- 
11- 12- 13- 14- years. This is an exceptional group. Although 
there are thousands of children under 14 yrs. in this state 
working beets, yet the actual percentage of the total number of 
beet workers is small -- many farms work no children and many 
have only one or two. If children under 14 yrs. were eliminated 
from this work during school session, their places would be 
filled easily by older ones, and the economic loss felt very little 
in most cases.  
Digital ID: (color digital file from b&w original print) nclc 00362 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.00362 Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-
nclc-00362 (color digital file from b&w original print) LC-DIG-nclc-
05586 (b&w digital file from original glass negative) Repository: 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, 
D.C. 20540 USA  



7. Flossie Britt, 6 years old has been working several months 
steadily as spinner in the Lumberton Cotton Mills. Makes 30 
cents a day. Lonnie Britt, 7 years old has been working steadily 
for 1 year as spinner. Makes 40 cents a day. Ages and data given 
me by their grandmother at home, and I saw them going and 
coming early and late. 2 smallest in group. When Mr. Swift made 
his last visit to Lumberton he was shown through these mills by 
Mr. Jennings, who asked Mr. Swift how many children he 
thought there were under age. Mr. Swift said about 20, Mr. 
Jennings told him there were at least 30, and called one of his 
men to prove he was right. He told Mr. Swift that all the mills 
were employing children under age. N.B. SEE OTHER SIDE 
BEFORE USING LABEL (over) Important. [verso of card]: N.B. 
April 1915: A subsequent visit to this family brought out the 
information that Flossie was 8 years old and Lonnie 10 years old 
when I saw them. That the boss asked the mother to bring 
Lonnie to work, and that she worked about 1/2 year as steadily 
as she could. That another boss asked the mother to bring 
Flossie to work and that the girl soon became sick. The mother 
became disgusted and quit the mill for life on her father's farm 
where they are now located. There was no need for the children 
working. Since they moved to the farm the superintendent and 2 
other persons visited the family and tried to intimidate them and 
get them to make mis-statements about the children's ages and 
work.  

Digital ID: (color digital file from b&w original print) nclc 02958 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.02958 Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-
nclc-02958 (color digital file from b&w original print) Repository: 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, 
D.C. 20540 USA  

8. This photo shows what was formerly a chicken coop, in which 
during the berry season the Arnao family live on Hitchen's farm, 
Seaford, Del. 17 children and 5 elders live in this made over 
chicken coop. The age of 10 of the children is given below: 1 
Child is 3 years old; 1 Child is 4 years old; 1 Child is 5 years old; 
1 Child is 6 years old; 2 Children are 7 years old; 1 Child is 9 
years old; 1 Child is 10 years old; 1 Child is 11 years old; 1 Child 
is 13 years old. Another photo in this collection shows the Arnao 



family on Truitt's Farm. On the day of the investigation no 
berries being picked on Hitchen's Farm. The family went over to 
the Truitt's farm to pick. [Handwritten notation:] See them 
picking strawberries  

Digital ID: (color digital file from b&w original print) nclc 00101 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.00101 Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-
nclc-00101 (color digital file from b&w original print) LC-DIG-nclc-
05329 (b&w digital file from original glass negative)Repository: 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, 
D.C.         20540 USA 

9. Cover photograph: A Pioneer Family in Loup Valley, Nebr., ca. 
1886. Cropped from Item 134. (69-N-13606C) (National Archives) 

  

10. Children Working in a Bottle Factory, Indianapolis, IN 
National Archives and Records Administration 
Records of the Department of Commerce and Labor, Children's 
Bureau 
Record Group 102 
ARC Identifier: 523080  
 

11. Glass Blower and Mold Boy, Grafton, WV 
National Archives and Records Administration 
Records of the Department of Commerce and Labor, Children's 
Bureau 
Record Group 102 
ARC Identifier: 523090  
 

12. Young Boys Schucking Oysters, Apalachicola, FL 
National Archives and Records Administration 
Records of the Department of Commerce and Labor, Children's 
Bureau 
Record Group 102 
ARC Identifier: 523162  
 
 
 
 



13. Girl Working in Box Factory, Tampa, FL 
National Archives and Records Administration 
Records of the Department of Commerce and Labor, Children's 
Bureau 
Record Group 102 
ARC Identifier: 523166 
 

14. Workers Stringing Beans, Baltimore, MD 
National Archives and Records Administration 
Records of the Department of Commerce and Labor, Children's 
Bureau 
Record Group 102 
ARC Identifier: 523215  
 

 
 


